
Pope Francis High School 

Springfield, MA 

 

Head of School 

 

The Diocese of Springfield, Massachusetts is seeking a founding Head of School for Pope Francis High 

School (www.popefrancishigh.org), a new school resulting from the merger of Cathedral High School and 

Holyoke Catholic High School.  Groundbreaking for a new, state of the art facility that will house 400-

500 students in grades 9 through 12 will take place in fall 2016.   

 

The Head of School must provide visionary, inspirational leadership and exemplify the Catholic values 

and mission of the school while advancing its academic excellence and community presence.  Primary 

among the responsibilities of the Head of School will be designing strategies for advancing the school in 

the areas of development, fundraising, enrollment, and marketing.  The Head of School will have 

significant senior level leadership experience in an educational setting along with a proven track record of 

success in fundraising, business operations and external relations.  

 

As the academic leader, the Head of School will build and lead a highly effective team of administrators 

and faculty as they serve a diverse population in an urban setting.  The Head of School must be prepared 

to participate fully in the life of the school, be an exceptional communicator and team-builder, embrace 

change, and demonstrate the ability to plan strategically for the future.   

 

Pope Francis High School offers a compelling career opportunity for an exemplary leader who possesses 

the skills and qualities necessary to build a successful school in challenging times.  The founding Head of 

School must embrace the challenge of creating a new culture while respecting the history and traditions of 

the heritage schools.   

 

A qualified applicant must be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church, an administrator 

with a proven track record of accomplishment, and hold a Master’s Degree in Educational Administration 

or similar with a doctoral degree preferred.  Salary is competitive and commensurate with experience.  

The Head of School will take office on July 1, 2016.   

 

Qualified candidates are asked to submit electronically a letter of introduction; resume; names, addresses, 

telephone numbers of five professional references; and a statement addressing: A Vision for Revitalizing 

Catholic Secondary Education in the Pioneer Valley Building Upon History and Traditions to:  Pope 

Francis High School Head of School Search, Catholic School Management, Attn:  Jennifer C. Kensel at 

office@catholicschoolmgmt.com.  Review of applications will begin immediately and continue through 

March 10, 2016.  

http://www.popefrancishigh.org/
mailto:office@catholicschoolmgmt.com

